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NUGGET

From the Craft to the Royal Arch

Summary: Some thoughts about what lies beyond the Craft.

Brethren are often puzzled about the relationship between the three Degrees of Craft Masonry and the 
transition to something different.

Surely the three Degrees are sufficient in themselves?

They move, one after the other, through progressive stages of life. They provide a poetic meaning to our 
lives through allegory and symbols, encourage us at every meeting to do better and share four important 
values that help define their path through life: Integrity, Friendship, Respect and Charity. There is much to 
reflect upon.

What more could we possibly need?

Wherefore this Royal Arch?

In what sense can it be the completion of pure Antient Freemasonry?

On one level, the Third Degree does not provide the ultimate, because we do not receive the genuine secrets 
of a Master Mason and are left with substituted secrets. They are provided until ‘time or circumstance’ restore 
the genuine. At the story level, the genuine secrets are discovered, part by part, within the Royal Arch.

Are they worth finding?
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Well, that is a judgment best left to you. You will never know until you penetrate beyond the veil.

Perhaps it is ‘that mysterious veil which the light of human reason cannot penetrate, unless assisted by That 
Light which is from above’?

Well, progress, contemplate and feel. It may be. In the past, a new Companion passed the ceremony of the 
veils, but that is no longer the case.

Nevertheless, as any Royal Arch Companion will tell you, the circumstances within the Chapter are quite 
strange. They bear almost no resemblance to the conventional format of a Lodge Meeting. They are 
disorientating. They are of a different order. They are, indeed, at the deepest level, in a different plane 
of existence.

At the story level, the scene is set in terrestrial terms. There is a time, and there is a place. There is a task, and 
there is a discovery, revealed at the most propitious moment possible for such a discovery. Yes, the discovery 
is no less than the long-lost genuine secrets of Freemasonry, hidden until this very time and circumstance.

Do you need to know it? It might be satisfying to do so. It might be meaningful. That ultimately depends 
on you. If you feel complete with the knowledge of the world provided by the three Craft Degrees and a 
substituted secret, then you have trodden as far as many get. But it must be asked:

Is this world and its square moral virtues all there is?

How infinite and pure is the life beyond the veil?

How spiritual are you?

Of course, to find the genuine secret you may need to look beyond the story. Nothing is missing except 
the key.
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Recommended use of Nuggets
Nuggets offer a short, simple and readily absorbed means of progressing Masonic knowledge and an easy 
way to introduce learning to Lodges and Chapters. It is hoped that they will become a regular feature of 
Lodge and Chapter meetings as well as a source for private-study. 

Nuggets can be included as an item in the summons and read at most Lodge/Chapter meetings. They can 
be: 

Read by either a new or an experienced Mason with the minimum of preparation and practice; though 
ideally, they need to be read a few times beforehand.

Themed with the meeting or activity.

Used to initiate a discussion within a Lodge/Chapter, LOI/COI, or group. 

Read at home and shared as a topic for a future discussion. 

Used as a focus for an unplanned, informal discussion. 

*Note: All biblical passages are taken from the Authorized King James version and any reference to ritual 
will be from Emulation unless otherwise specified.

For further papers and other learning materials visit Solomon at solomon.ugle.org.uk

Don’t forget to follow Solomon on Social Media   @SolomonUGLE  @SolomonUGLE
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